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SPEECH BY TAN SRI DR AHMAD TAJUDDIN ALI FASc, 

President, Academy of Sciences Malaysia 
 

AT THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
SCIENCE FOR PEACE 

 
15 AUGUST 2016 

ROYAL CHULAN HOTEL, KUALA LUMPUR 
 
 

BismillarhirRahmannirRahim  

Assalamualaikum warahmatullahi wabarakatuh 

 

Menghadap 

 

Duli Yang Maha Mulia Paduka Seri Sultan Perak Darul Ridzuan, 

Sultan Nazrin Muizzuddin Shah Ibni Almarhum Sultan Azlan 

Muhibbuddin Shah Al-Maghfur-Lah  

 

Ampun Tuanku, 

 

Patik, dan dengan mewakili warga Akademi Sains Malaysia, merafak 

sembah, menjunjung kasih diatas keberangkatang Duli Tuanku ke 

Majlis Perasmian Persidangan Antarabangsa Science for Peace pada 

pagi ini.  Patik juga menjunjung kasih atas perkenan Duli Tuanku 

untuk menyampaikan titah ucaputama di Persidangan yang julung 

kalinya diadakan ini.   
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Sesungguhnya keberangkatan Duli Tuanku ke persidangan ini 

merupakan satu penghormatan kepada Patik dan seluruh ahli 

keluarga besar Akademi Sains Malaysia dan lebih-lebih lagi, berita 

titah perkenan Duli Tuanku menyampaikan Titah Ucaputama di 

Persidangan ini amat mengembirakan patik sekelian dan kini dinanti-

nantikan oleh para peserta persidangan sekelian. 

 

Ampun Tuanku, 

 

Patik merafak sembah memohon perkenan Duli Yang Maha Mulia 

Tuanku untuk memberi sepata dua kata kepada para hadirin peserta 

Persidangan dan oleh kerana terdapat pembentang kertas kerja, ahli-

ahli panel serta peserta persidangan yang datang dari luar negeri, 

Patik jua memohon perkenan Duli Tuanku untuk berucap dalam 

bahasa Inggeris. 

 

Menjunjung kasih Tuanku,  

 

Ampun Tuanku, 
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Yang Berhormat Datuk Seri Panglima Madius Tangau, 

Minister of Science Technology and Innovation, Malaysia 

 

Your Excellency Ambassadors and Representatives of Foreign 

Missions to Malaysia, 

 

Honourable Deputy Ministers and Secretary Generals,  

 

Senior Fellows and Fellows of the Academy of Sciences Malaysia, 

 

Distinguished speakers, panellists and participants, 

 

Members of the media, 

 

Honoured guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 

First and foremost, I would like to express my warmest greetings and 

welcome to each and every one present here to the International 

Conference on Science for Peace, with the theme ‘More for Peace, 

Less for War’.  A special “Selamat Datang” or Welcome to Malaysia 

to all our visitors from overseas. 
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All of us at the Academy of Sciences Malaysia, are very grateful to His 

Royal Highness the Sultan of Perak Darul Ridzuan, Sultan Nazrin 

Muizzuddin Shah Ibni Almarhum Sultan Azlan Muhibbuddin Shah Al-

Maghfur-Lah, for accepting our humble invitation to grace this 

important Conference and to deliver the Keynote Address. And I am 

sure, this feeling of gratefulness is shared by many, if not all present 

here this morning. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The Academy of Sciences Malaysia or ASM is relatively a young 

Academy when compared to many centuries-old pioneer Academies 

of the Western World.  ASM was established under the Act of 

Parliament in 1994 and became operational a year later and so we 

are now 21 years old. Our aspiration is to be the thought leader for 

the country on issues relating to science, engineering and 

technological. In all that we do, we at ASM strive to provide 

independent, credible and timely advice particularly to government, 

on matters relating to Science, Technology and Innovation.  

 

Through the expertise and wisdom garnered from ASM Fellows and 

senior fellows, now numbering 301 in total in all disciplines of 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Medicine, coupled with 

expertise from our national and international networks, we are able 
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to work on many pertinent issues relating to water, energy, food and 

agriculture, the environment and also on matters relating to the 

governance of science, technology and innovation (STI), to produce 

Advisory Reports, Position Papers, roadmaps and many others.  

 

Also among the 14 functions of the Academy as enumerated in the 

Act, a major part of it calls for strengthening the human capital in 

STI. Enculturation programmes are aimed to create an interest on 

science and mathematics among students, while facilitation for 

research collaborations and networking are done through 

consortiums and young scientists programme.  

 

ASM has also launched the Science Outlook Report in 2015 which 

dissected Malaysia’s achievement in six strategic thrust areas, 

evaluated where we are in STI, benchmarked with those of other 

countries, identified the gaps and advocated the way forward to 

realise the nation’s aspiration. The report calls for transformative 

thinking, integrated planning and inclusive implementation of the 

national STI agenda.  

 

ASM also pays great attention in communicating science to the 

masses. We believe that the community will be able to make better 

judgement and decisions when they better understand the issues 

based on scientific facts and analysis.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

In 2010, ASM embarked on identifying research scientists who are, 

and have been active in research for the last five years in their areas 

of expertise. We created at Top Research Scientists Malaysia or 

TRSM database on who’s who and who’s currently doing what in 

various fields of scientific research in this country.  The Database is to 

serve as the hub for knowledge generation and dissemination, to 

spur STI growth in Malaysia.  

 

The database is populated by researchers themselves and it is open 

for researchers from universities, research institutions and industry. 

Each year, ASM conducts an evaluation on applications and identify 

Malaysia’s leading research scientists recognise them as Top 

Research Scientists Malaysia.  

 

Apart from the recognition, TRSM recipients also enjoy other 

benefits. This includes visibility in media on their work and 

opportunity to contribute in ASM activities. They also stand a better 

chance in competing for research grants as they have proven track 

record and strong research collaborations. ASM has also learned that 

several public universities have begun to recognise this as an 

achievement of their researchers.  
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Today, ASM will recognise 10 individuals as the Top Research 

Scientists Malaysia for the year 2016. With this new addition, we 

now have a total of 120 TRSM members on the database.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The idea to organise a conference with the theme, Science for Peace 

was first mooted by our Academician Tan Sri Dr Ahmad Mustafa 

Babjee FASc. ASM believes that science should be used for the good 

of people and not inflicting pain and conflict. We at ASM supported 

the idea and this Conference is the realisation of our desire for the 

wider community to discuss and share this inspiration for the 

betterment of society as a whole.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the co-chairs of the 

conference organising committee – Academician Tan Sri Dr Ahmad 

Mustafa Babjee FASc and Dato' Dr Hashim Abdul Wahab FASc, for 

their leadership and commitment in making this conference a reality.  

 

To the participants of the Conference, I thank you for your 

attendance. I am sure the discussions in this conference will be 

thought provoking as many eminent individuals who are experts in 

their field are participating as panellists and moderators. And for 
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that, I am grateful to all panellists and moderators for accepting our 

invitation to share your ideas, views and expertise.  

 

I would like to thank the sponsors and strategic partners of this 

conference for believing in this common goal. I also wish to thank the 

members of media in supporting the work of ASM throughout the 

years. It is indeed undeniable on the critical role of the Media as the 

agent of change in the dissemination science knowledge, educating 

the community and preparing the mind-set towards all the 

challenges by the modern society.  

 

Last but not least, I would like to take this opportunity to recognise 

the tremendous support of the Ministry of Science, Technology and 

Innovation Malaysia and in particular, the Minister, The Honourable 

Datuk Seri Panglima Madius Tangau for his strong support not only 

to this Conference but to the activities of the Academy as a whole.   

The Honourable Minister has just recently completed his first full 

year at the Ministry.  He has shown high commitment towards 

mainstreaming the new economy and STI agenda at national level 

across all ministries.  Coming from the Land below the Winds, he has 

brought with him a breath of fresh air to MOSTI.  We at the 

Academy will provide all necessary input and support towards 

achieving his Vision for the Ministry and for national STI agenda.    
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Finally, ladies and gentlemen, let me conclude by wishing each and 

every one a fruitful Conference today and tomorrow. 

  
Thank you 
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Ampun Tuanku beribu-ribu ampun,  

Sembah Patik mohon diampun. 

 

Demikianlah ucapan patik pada para hadirin sempena majlis ini. Patik 

sekali lagi dengan penuh takzimnya merafak sembah menjunjung 

kasih di atas limpah perkenan Duli Tuanku mencemar Duli berangkat 

ke majlis perasmian pada pagi ini.  

 

Patik memohon ampun dan maaf kiranya ada apa jua kekurangan 

atau salah silap tutur bicara patik sebentar tadi. 

 

Ampun Tuanku, 

 

Assalamu’alaikum warahmaullahi wabarakatuh 


